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John Pennington: Regional Director, Region 10

President Bush appointed John Pennington Regiond Director in December 2001.
AsRegiona Director, Mr. Penningtonisresponsi blefor coordinating FEMA mitiga-
tion, preparedness and disaster response and recovery activitiesin Alaska, Idaho,
Oregon and Washington. He has overseen response and recovery operationsfor
three Presidentialy declared disastersand been an active participant in thereorgani-
zation of FEMA'sOffice of National Preparedness’Homeland Security.

Prior tojoining FEMA, Mr. Pennington served four termsof elected officeinthe
Washington State House of Representatives (18th Legidative District). Heserved as
Speaker Pro Temporefor fiveyears, and enjoyed the distinction of being the
youngest House Speaker Pro Tem (and third longest-serving) ever electedin
Washington state. During histenure, he authored morethan 30 billsthat became
law, including property tax limitson senior citizens, aban on the controversid fuel
additive M TBE, and establishment of the nation'sfirst and only regional endangered
speciesrecovery entity — the L ower ColumbiaFish Recovery Board.

Beforehissuccessful runfor officein 1994, Mr. Pennington and hiswife, Vaerie
Ann, owned and operated the Timber Town Coffee Company in southwest Wash-
ington.

Bornand raisedin Nashville, Tennessee, Mr. Pennington earned abachel or of
sciencedegreein businessand residesnear Mount St. Helens, Washington.
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